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material wants, played with them most, and punished them
least. Still more important would be a knowledge of the ex-
tent to which existing preferences can be modified and of the
effect of a particular preference on a child's development.
The relationship between parent and child depends upon
the total situation.49 Some intellectual, brilliant parents
are not appreciated by their children until the latter have
reached a certain stage of maturity. The genuine goodness
and kindliness of other parents are frequently not fully ap-
preciated until after their death or until their children
Iiave themselves had experience in parenthood. One eight-
year-old girl showed unusual appreciation of motherhood
when she was looking at the pictures of famous women
printed on the covers of a popular magazine. She asked her •
mother why one of the women was selected. Her mother
replied that the woman in question was famous and a bril-
liant, gentle woman who wrote beautifully. The little girl
thought this over and then said, "Why don't they put you
on the cover? You are famous and gentle," and added a
minute or two later, "Aren't all mothers famous and gentle?"
Developing Social Behavior. — Learning how "to get along
with other people" demands practice in working and playing
with children of the same age, younger and older children,
and adults. This practice is provided in a school in which
there is freedom to move about, to consult and assist other
children, to solve group problems, to play a variety of active
and quiet games — all under the supervision of a teacher
who frequently gives her approval to the desirable social
behavior she notices and occasionally suggests a better way
of acting — such a school furnishes the best environment for
learning to live happily with others. Children need help in
developing habits of co-operation. They need adult en-
couragement in friendly and sympathetic actions, The in-
fluence of the teacher in the first three grades is unobtru-
sive, but very great. It has been noted that with certain
teachers children are courteous to the teacher and to each
other, while with other teachers they are discourteous and
*»See articles in Smith College Studies o] Social Work, Vll (1936), 1-46.

